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Madam Chairperson, 

 

 I am pleased to introduce the Advisory Committee’s report (A/71/541) on the 

fourteenth annual progress report on the implementation of the capital master plan. 

 

 The Advisory Committee’s report covers 4 main areas:  

 

 First, project progress and status: the Advisory Committee notes with satisfaction the 

progress achieved regarding the demolition of the temporary North Lawn building, and trusts 

that the remaining landscaping work on the North Lawn will be completed in a timely 

manner by 31 December 2016.  The Committee was informed by the Secretariat that the final 

completion of the remaining activities is planned for 1 April 2017.  It trusts that the next 

progress report will provide full details on the actual timetable of completion of all remaining 

activities. 

 

 Second, benefits realization, in particular, energy efficiency: in this regard, the 

Advisory Committee recommends that the General Assembly request the Secretary-General 

to closely monitor and continue to optimize energy usage, and to report on actual efficiency 

gains realized in future progress reports. 

 

 Third, the maintenance and management of the campus: the Advisory Committee 

recommends that the General Assembly request the Secretary-General to provide in his next 

progress report an update on the arrangements in place and all related costs. 

 

 And finally, the financial status of the project: the Advisory Committee notes that no 

potential increases in project costs or changes in the volume and scope of the works are 

anticipated by the Secretariat at this time.  It recommends that the General Assembly request 

the Secretary-General to provide in his next progress report full details on the closure of 

existing contracts, including on any savings realized. 

 

 The Advisory Committee has also requested the Secretary-General to provide to the 

General Assembly at the time of its consideration of this item, an update on any 

developments relating to the arbitration proceedings as well as further details on the sports 

facility.  

 

 

Thank you, Madam Chairperson. 

 


